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Student textbook

13 Islam and Islamic Civilization
Ronald Wiltse, revised May 2009

Corrections and additions to the slide presentation may not be reflected here.

How to watch this slide presentation:

1. Try to pay attention.

2. Note the new vocabulary, especially the terms in red.

     New terms not in red should be noted by those who want a greater knowledge of Islam.

3. Fill out the worksheet as we go along.

4. Ask about anything you don’t understand.

5. Pretend you are a Muslim and are using this to explain your beliefs to your best friend.

This material is difficult because there is so much new to you. If you struggle through it and learn most of it, you

will be well on your way to a successful study of World History. You will also be well-prepared to understand this

area of world events.

Common questions about Islam asked by Americans:
Do all Muslims hate us?

Where did al-Qaeda come from?

Why do Muslims hate Israel so much?

What does Hezbollah have to do with al-Qaeda?

What are the differences between Shiites and Sunnis?

Why do Muslims fight among themselves?

Here are the main topics we will discuss:
0. Overview

I. What was the culture and geography of Arabia around AD 600?

II. Who was Muhammad and how did Islam begin?

III. How did Islam conflict with Christians, Jews, and pagans?

IV. How did early Islam conflict with the Eastern Roman Empire and Western Civilization?

V. What other major political developments took place as Islamic Civilization rose?

VI. What was Islamic culture like?

VII. How did the tide turn against Islam after the European Age of Exploration?

VII. What is modern Islam like?

A. Internal conflicts

B. External conflicts

C. The challenge of Western Civilization

D. Demographics

IX. How do Islam and Christianity compare?

0. Overview

A. Islam is both a major religion and a civilization created by Arabic followers of the religion.

B. Islam, as a religion and a civilization, spread faster than any other religion or civilization before or

since.

C. A thousand years ago, Islamic and Chinese civilizations were the most advanced civilizations in the

world.

D. Today, Western Civilization—our own—is in conflict with some members of Islamic Civilization.

E. Today, most Muslims are not Arabs.

I. What was the culture and geography of Arabia around A D 600?

In the AD 600s the Arabian Peninsula was sparsely occupied by Arabs. 

Some were monotheistic Christians or Jews, but most were polytheistic. The Arabs were divided into

often-quarreling tribes. They had never been able to overcome this tribalism and join together. They

valued their particular tribe, honor, reputation, image, many sons, and beautiful women.

Mecca, in western Arabia, attracted caravans (which had to detour somewhat to reach it) because it was
the home of the idols of many tribes. These idols were kept in a building called the KaP1aba. Some time



(The slide shows a picture of Muhammad) The picture of Muhammad (source unidentified) could be from a non-1

Muslim source or a Shiite one, since Shiites do not have such a strong aversion to pictures depicting Muhammad as

do Sunnis.
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before Muhammad began to preach monotheism, a group of Arabs* had also begun to teach it, like the

few Jews and Christians of the area.

*called Hanifs

Mecca’s wealth came from trading, not production. Eventually, successful traders became wealthy, and
that begin to weaken the traditional Arab egalitarianism and concern for the poor.

II. Who was Muhammad and how did Islam begin?

Enter Muhammad, a young trader who married well and became quite successful. His tribe, the Quraysh,controlled Mecca He was born about AD 570. In 610 he was disturbed by revelations he began to receive

from God through the angel Gabriel (in Arabic, the word for God is Allah). (From here, we will treat these

messages as true.) Gabriel told Muhammad to memorize and recite this final, perfect, and complete

message from God.

After accepting these revelations, which he was told to recite to others, Muhammad began to preach the
message contained in these revelations. These teachings include:

A. There is one God.1

B. The story of God and his relations with humans is contained in the Bible. But His prophets often

misheard what God was telling them, or followers of God’s prophets twisted what God was telling the

prophets.

Jesus, for instance, was a great prophet from God, but certainly not the Son of God. Thus, the Bible is a

defective record.

C. God has appointed Muhammad the final prophet, to correct all previous mistakes and add new

revelations.

Muhammad made few disciples at first.

Muhammad attracted much opposition, for many reasons, one of which was his teaching of human
immortality, an idea new to most Arabs. In 622 Muhammad and his followers were forced to flee Mecca

for a more friendly town, Yathrib, which later became known as Medina (“city [of the prophet]”). This

journey is considered so significant that Muslims, as followers of Muhammad’s revelations are called,

made it year one of the Islamic calendar. This migration is known as the Hijra, and Muslims label dates

after this event AH = Anno Higira, “The year of the Hijra”.

(Note that you cannot simply subtract 622 from the Western calendar to find the date because the Arabs
used a lunar year [12 months of 30 or 29 days], which ends up being 354 or 355 days long).

Actually, Muhammad had been invited to Medina to mediate a glaring dispute that had divided the town.Solving this dispute, Muhammad began to consolidate his power over the town and the surrounding area.

It was here that Muhammad’s followers began the warfare that is so common in Islam. Among the

defeated was a powerful tribe whose religion was Judaism. Success in these battles (plus diplomatic

efforts) led to the conquest of Mecca in 630. Upon returning to Mecca, Muhammad and his followers

stormed the KaPba and destroyed the idols. They did not destroy the building itself because they believed

it marked the spot where the prophet Abraham had built an altar.

Muhammad was now triumphant, and victory bred more victories. Islam had begun its astounding rise topower. Muhammad became the leader of all Arabs in the Arabian Peninsula, uniting the Arabs for the first

time into one community, called the umma.

Mecca became the central place in the Islamic religion.

The word Islam designates these teachings and means submission to God. (Qu’ran 3.19) Muslim means
“one who submits to God”.

Muhammad’s followers began to memorize the words of God given to him. About 12 years afterMuhammad’s death, an Islamic leader had the sayings written down for the first time. The result was the

most authoritative book of Islam—the Quran (also spelled Qur’an or Koran). Qu’ran translates as

“recitation”. Versions of the Qu’ran differed until about a century later when an Islamic leader established



 But in places like India, Muslim students memorize passages from the Quran phonetically, without understanding,2

as the Arabic language did not penetrate that far east (see slide 68 for more on this).

 Ramadan was the month in which the first revelation from God was delivered.3
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the authoritative text used to this day by destroying all variant texts. The Qu’ran is approximately as long

as the New Testament.

Another set of writings of great importance to Muslims is called the Hadith, and consists of reported
sayings and actions of Muhammad and his companions, apart from the direct revelations.

There is one God and Muhammad is his prophet—that is the central tenet of Islam. Muslims are notfollowers of Muhammad, but of his teachings.

Note that the Qu’ran is not just the account of God’s dealings with men, but the actual words of God. As aresult, one must learn the language of the Qu’ran to access these words fully. Translations are not

considered really valid. This meant that wherever Islam went, the Arabic language went too.2

To live these teachings, Muslims follow five pillars of the faith:

1. To become a Muslim, one must repeat the fundamental belief: There is no God but God andMuhammad is his prophet. Muslims repeat this frequently in prayers. (shahadah)

2. Muslims bow toward Mecca five times daily and pray to God in a ritual fashion. (salah)

3. Muslims who can afford it must give to the poor (about 2 ½% of their income). (zakah)

4. Muslims must avoid food, drink, and sexual intercourse from dawn to dusk during the month ofRamadan.  (sawm)3

5. At least once, Muslims should make a pilgrimage to Mecca, if possible. (the hajj).

Just two years after Muhammad and his followers conquered Mecca, Muhammad died, in 632. Heleft behind no sons, but a daughter, Fatima.

Although Muslims absolutely do not worship Muhammad, they revere him greatly. Everything he
did is worthy of study and imitation. That is partly why the Hadith is so important. It goes beyond

God’s direct words to all the daily details of life that make the Islamic religion such a

comprehensive guide to life. Muhammad is a guide to The Guide (Qu’ran).

III. How did Islam conflict with Christians, Jews, and pagans?

Since Islam is built on the foundation of the Bible and the events described therein, Muhammad wasdisappointed that the Christians and Jews of the peninsula did not recognize his corrections and

completion of the Bible and become Muslims. Nonetheless, he recognized them as “people of the Book”

(i.e., the Bible) and treated them more tolerantly than other conquered peoples. While others were

usually forced to convert to Islam, Christians and Jews were allowed to keep their religious beliefs, as

long as they paid a heavy tax for the privilege, plus they had to pay property taxes that Muslims were

exempt from.

In other words, Muslims exercised limit ed t o lerance toward Jews and Christians. 

For the next several hundred years, a Jew living in a Muslim land usually was better off than one living in
a Christian land, although the Qu’ran does say that Jews are evil.

IV. How did early Islam conflict with the Eastern Roman Empire and Western Civilization?

Between 632 (the death of Muhammad) and 750, Muslims conquered lands from India to the AtlanticOcean.

Optional slides:
After quickly conquering the Arabian Peninsula, the Muslims attacked outward. To the East they

conquered the Sasanian Empire of Persia and Mesopotamia. Continuing further, Muslims conquered the

northern portion of India. Today’s Islamic Pakistan and Bangladesh are a heritage of this conquest. 

To the North they failed to make much headway against the Roman Empire, now shorn of its western half
(we call it the Byzantine Empire).



 Vocabulary: “The West” is short for Western Civilization.4

The sea-borne trading unity of the Eastern Mediterranean begun after Alexander the Great, and of the entire5

Mediterranean under the Romans was undone. The Mediterranean had become a boundary between cultures instead

of the center 

 (The accompanying map shows a county , principality, and kingdom) Who rules a kingdom? . . . a county? . . . a6

principality?

 Ismail, the 7th Imam, “died” in 760. His return is awaited by Shiites.7

Sunnis occupy western Iraq, Shiites eastern Iraq adjacent to Iran, and the mixed Kurds occupy the northern portion8

(see map at slide 81).

Islam and Islamic Civilization sd13a.4

But westward, across northern Africa, the Byzantines/Romans were unable to defend their Empire. The
Arabs continued to the Straits of Gibraltar.

end optional slides

From Africa opposite Gibraltar, the Arabs crossed over into the Iberian Peninsula, where Visigoth kingsruled over a Christian populace. The Arabs conquered Iberia and entered France. 

There they were stopped in 732, when Western knights halted the Arab advance at the Battle of Tours.

The West was saved.  4

But in Iberia, a period of brilliance began. Just as Visigothic barbarian kings had replaced the rule of theRoman Empire, now the Caliphate of Cordova replaced the Visigoth rulers. Iberia became a mixture of

races and cultures, ruled by Islamic culture. To this day, Spanish words beginning with ‘al’ often reflect

the heritage of Arabic culture and language.

In summary, by 750 the emerging Islamic Civilization ruled from the Pyrenees to India.5

Slowly the conquered populations were converted to Islam, except for Jews and many of the Christians ofthe Iberian Peninsula.

During the next 700 years, several major events relating to the new civilization occurred:1. Arabs lost exclusive control of Islamic governments while new non-Arab converts rose to power.

2. The single government across the civilization broke into several governments and new power centers

arose.

3. Western nobles attacked Islamic power in Palestine after 1095, with bad results for both sides (the

Crusades).

(Saladin (1138-1193) was the greatest Muslim ruler of the Crusader period.)6

4. Western nobles began slowly to reclaim the Iberian Peninsula, resulting, by 1492, in the total expulsion

of Islamic rulers and the creation of two Western countries, Spain and Portugal.

5. An Islamic upstart power, the Turkish Ottomans, built an empire centered in Asia Minor by taking land

from the Byzantine Empire (the  former Eastern Roman Empire), capturing the Byzantines’ capital,

Constantinople, in 1453.

V. What other major political developments took place as Islamic Civilization rose?

At Muhammad’s death, the big question was who would succeed Muhammad?

This became a long-lasting source of controversy. The first four caliphs were related to Muhammad by
marriage (e.g., his father-in-law). The fourth caliph, Ali, was the husband of Muhammad’s daughter

Fatima. Then a civil war split Muslims into two groups. One group, the Shi’a (or Shiites), held that only

the Prophet’s descendants should lead the Muslims. That would mean Ali’s son Husayn. Those favoring

the most qualified leader at any time became Sunni Muslims. Today, these form the two major groups of

Muslims. When Husayn was murdered, he became a martyr to the Shi’a, and is honored to this day.7

Today about 85% of the world’s Muslims are Sunni, while about 14% follow the Shiite path.
Shi’as rule Iran and form a majority in Iraq. Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein is a Sunni. Remember this!8

A number of other Islamic groups came into being, such as the Sufi mystics.
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Optional slides:
The first Islamic dynasty, the Umayyad Caliphate, ruled from 661 to749.

A new dynasty, the Abassid Caliphate, ruled from 749. In the 900s the Abassid Caliphate lost some

areas to other Islamic leaders, marking the end of one government for the entire civilization and the end

of exclusively Arabic leadership. 

But cultural and religious unity still existed.

Asian Turkish nomads, including the Seljuk Turks, moved into Islamic controlled areas in the 11th
century (1000s), looking for pastoral land and wealth, and converted to Islam and joined Islamic

Civilization.

At the Battle of Manzikert (1071), Seljuk Turks defeated the Byzantine Empire, opening the breadbasket of

Constantinople, Anatolia, to large scale Turkish emigration. The way was set for the eventual overthrow

of the Byzantine Empire. 

Regular slide:
Between 1220 and 1258 Mongol invaders conquered Iran, Iraq, and Anatolia. But many eventually

converted to Islam.

Optional slides
Seljuk power ended in June 1243 when they fell to Mongol invaders. This opened opportunities for the

rise of minor Turkish groups.

From 1250 to 1382 one group of Turkish Muslims, the Mamluks, formed the most powerful Islamic state
at the time, the Mamluk Empire. They even resisted the Mongols in Syria. When the Mamluks drove

Christian knights from Acre (1291), the Crusades ended.

Regular slide:As stated earlier, one group of Turks, the Ottomans, began a rise to power in the 1300s that would

result in dominating the Islamic world and end when they chose to take part in World War One on the

losing side.

Optional slide:
Tamurlane, a Mongolian prince converted to Islam, built an empire from 1370 until his death in1405. It

ranged from India to Asia minor, but like the Empires of Charlemagne and Alexander the Great, did not

outlive him. His method of conquering was so brutal (he killed uncounted thousands unnecessarily) that

he essentially destroyed Muslim wealth and culture in a wide area.

VI. What was Islamic culture like?

A. The Muslims of the early period (600s-700s) faced great challenges, such as how to rule ever larger
areas, how to convert the inhabitants, and how to answer religious questions that came with the

developing culture. Out of this came two responses.

1. First, the Islamic religion developed its theology and practices, its laws (shariPa), and its
customs more completely.

2. This response to the challenges resulted in a new civilization, Islamic to its core. Islam was

now a religion and a civilization, Islamic Civilization.

“Greek philosophy and medicine, Iranian concepts of state, Byzantine administrative practice,

Christian asceticism, Jewish and Zoroastrian codes of ritual purity, local architecture, cuisine and

popular lore—these and other elements of the regional heritage carried over into the Islamic

period.” Encyclopedia of World History, 6  ed., p. 107.th

That is to say, Islamic Civilization was not a highly original civilization like the first civilizations, or
Greek Civilization, or Western Civilization, but borrowed heavily from the cultures around it. What

it did do was preserve much of what was good in these borrowings and build on them.

All this was accomplished by the 1100s.

B. Everywhere the Muslims conquered, the Arabic language took hold, gradually driving other languagesout, until the Arabs ran into peoples of very different languages, such as Spanish and Farsi (in Persia). 

Farsi vocabulary was, however, heavily influenced by Arabic. (A similar experience occurred in England



 see Nicholas Ostler. Empires of the World: A Language History of the World, New York: HarperCollins, 2005, p.9

554.

This illustration  [on the slide] shows both the art of calligraphy and art using geometric forms.10

(Referring to the illustration) Note that the overlapping arches are only apparently so. The actual functioning11

arches are narrow only.

Referring to slide 73 which shows Islamic architecture) Note the decorated walls, in contrast to plain walls in12

Western Civilization.

(Referring to the illustration of a manuscript) Note that the book shown here was not only written by hand, but so13

were the illustrations.
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where the Normans from France influenced the English language after they conquered England in 1066.)9

C. Because Muslim leaders feared that simple followers might lapse into idolatry, images were frowned

upon, especially in mosques, especially of Muhammad. Thus, Islamic art emphasized geometric forms

and calligraphy.10

D. Islam developed a distinctive architecture, which featured Persian arches and domes prominently. Each

mosque had one to four minarets, or prayer towers, from which the reader could proclaim the salah

(daily prayers).1112

E. The urban centers of Islam developed great levels of scholarship and learning, keeping much Greek
learning alive and eventually passing it on to Western Civilization in Arabic translation.13

F. Other cultural changes were caused by the area under Muslim influence. New plants were introducedfrom one area to another, such as rice, lemons, and cotton. We might even call this the Islamic

Exchange. 

G. The Middle East and North Africa were devastated by the bubonic plague which entered from the Black

Sea area in 1347-1348. The death rate was similar to that in Europe—about 1/3 of all inhabitants.

 

Interestingly, Islamic authorities decided that the best response was to do nothing, feeling that fleeing orquarantining the victims would disrupt life too much.

VII. How did the tide turn against Islam after the European Age of Exploration?

A. Even before the Age of Exploration was well underway, the last Muslims were had been driven from

Iberia (now Spain). In the late 1400s European countries began a period of growth in wealth and power

in the late 1400s. Their ambition was matched by new sailing technology. Their strong ships could fire

cannon without falling apart.

In the late 1600s the Ottomans lost crucial battles with European forces, on the sea at Lepanto, and at the
gates of Vienna.

Western imperialism steadily ate away at Muslim independence from India westward.

When the Ottoman Empire, already declining, joined the losing side of World War One, its defeat meant
the final breakup of the Empire, with control of the Middle East parceled out to European countries.

VIII. What is modern Islam like?

A. Internal conflicts

1. The conflict between the Sunni majority and the Shiite minority continues today.

a. Shiites, the vast majority in Iran, have ruled Iran since 1979.

b. Iraq, the other country with a Shiite majority, faces conflict between Sunnis and

Shiites. 



Shiites (who rule only Iran) resumed control of the government after the Ayatollah Khomeini took control of Iran in14

1979 and began a policy of exporting Shi’a to other countries.

 Many  Wahabbis prefer the term Salafism. Wahabbism may be spelled with one or two ‘h’s and one or two ‘b’s.  15

Scholar Ahmad Ibn Taymiyya (1263-1328) called for a careful examination of the Quran and was influential on the

founders of Wahhabism in the 1700s
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(Iraq is not

only split

religiously, but

also ethnically,

between Arabs

and Kurds.

Like the Arabs,

some Kurds

are Shiites and

some Sunnis.)

c. Shiites aim not only to remove Western influences in Islamic countries, but to

overthrow Sunni governments (especially those that are Western in orientation).14

2. What we think of as Islamic terrorism stems from the activities of those who advocatewahabbism. This movement, considered a part of Sunni Islam, dates to the 1700s, when an

Arabian “reformer” sought to remove all changes from “pure”, early Islam. 

Their watchword is “restore Islam”. 

This Sunni movement was opposed to both mainstream Sunni and, later, to all Western

influences. The movement thrived because it allied itself with the House of Saud, whose leaders

were on their own mission to increase their power. Each supported the other, to the benefit of

both. 

When the Saudis managed to take over rule of Arabia in 1924 (thus forming the modern state ofSaudi Arabia), Wahabbism was boosted.   Especially after of oil began to enrich the kingdom

after 1938, Wahhabis began to attract new followers by financing religious schools, madrassas. 

But the Saudis soon found that the Wahabbism conflicted with Saudi secular values and some
Wahhabis turned against the Saudi government. Osama bin Laden is an example of such an

enemy.

Thus, Wahhabis such as al Qaeda are enemies not only of Western nations. The USA looms so
large in their eyes because of its power. Even Muslim-friendly governments such as France and

Britain are targets of Wahhabi hatred. They hate all forms of Islam that deviate from their

beliefs.15

Wahhabis can be compared to some protestant sects who reject not only the superstition andidolatry they say infuses the Roman Catholic Church, but also the practices and teachings of many

protestant churches.

footnote: Scholar Ahmad Ibn Taymiyya (1263-1328) called for a careful examination of theQu’ran and was influential on the founders of Wahabbism in the 1700s
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B. External conflicts
1. Islamic enmity toward Israel is more complicated.

 A small 1800s movement, Zionism, began seeking a Jewish-controlled state. After rejecting the

island of Madagascar they settled on Palestine, the historic homeland of Jews until they were

chased away by the Roman government in AD 70. At the time, Palestine was in the (Islamic

Turkish) Ottoman Empire. The movement was not popular among European Jews, who had in

the 1800s found more acceptance among Europeans. Since the end of World War One Palestine

had been under the control of Great Britain, who at first welcomed the hardworking Jewish

settlers. They made the most of the harsh conditions, bringing economic success to an area that

had for a very long time been poor. (Note the similarity to the wealth brought to Iberia by the

Muslims which revitalized the economy which had stagnated under Visigothic leadership.) Arab

natives also welcomed the newcomers. 

But as the number of Jewish settlers increased and their economic success contrasted sharplywith the economic backwardness of the Palestinian Arabs, the Arab attitude  began to change.

The Holocaust convinced the survivors that non-Jews of Europe couldn’t be trusted and Jewish
refugees began to flow into Palestine. The Arabs became alarmed (the arrival of many

newcomers often upsets oldtimers). The British tried to block the new immigrants, but gave up in

1948. At that point Jewish leaders declared the creation of the state of Israel, a democratic state

(in a region without democratic states). It was also a Western society in an Islamic region.

Jewish citizens formed the majority, with a large minority of Muslims. 

Immediately, all its Arab neighbors declared war on Israel. As a result of this war, the territory of
Israel expanded somewhat, and many Arab citizens of Israel fled to a small corner of Israel

called the Gaza Strip. 

The Arab states refused to admit these refugees, preferring them to stay there as a testimony tothe evil of the Jewish state. 

They are still there.

A later war gave Israel the part of Jordan between it and the Jordan 
River, including East Jerusalem (which Israel had originally left outside its borders).

Widespread Arab hatred of Jews (not just Israeli Jews) is fueled by outrageous lies spread by

Arab media. An example is the belief that 9/11 was caused by Jews, who warned fellow Jews

working in the twin towers not to go to work that day.

2. Hezbollah (Arabic: ‘party of God’) was founded in Lebanon in 1982, when Israel, for security
purposes, occupied southern Lebanon. It wanted Israel out of Lebanon, a goal accomplished. It

became powerful in the government of Lebanon. One of its goals is the destruction of Israel.

3. Differences between Hezbollah and Wahhabi theology.
To understand this easily, you must recall the differences between Shi’a and Sunnism (in its

Wahhabi form). Hezbollah are Shiites (remember, they are from Lebanon), while Wahhabi are

Sunni. The Wahhabi deny that Shiites are true Muslims. They share practical concerns, such as

damaging Western ideas. 

4. Fatah is a Palestinian Sunni secular political movement that lost control of the Gaza Strip dueto its corruption. Its major enemy is Israel. It currently controls the West Bank.

5. Hamas is a radical Palestinian Sunni religious terrorist movement, opposed to the corruption
within Fatah. Its major enemy is Israel. It currently controls the Gaza Strip.

6. Al-Qaeda represents both an internal and an external danger. Under the leadership of Osamabin Laden, it seeks to change the government of Saudi Arabia to a more conservative one and

engage in violent activities against the United States and other countries.

7. The Taliban, a conservative Sunni movement in Afghanistan and northwestern Pakistan. In1996 the Taliban overthrew the Afghanistan government. Al-Qaeda became a close ally of the

Taliban. There, Al-Qaeda now trained its members in safety. In 2001, after the World Trade

Center destruction, the Afghanistan government refused demands of the US and NATO to turn

over Osama Bin Laden. In October of 2001 the US overthrew the Taliban government.



 alliances between normally enemy Islam groups (such as Shiites and Sunni, most generally) can be compared to16

the alliance between the USA and the USSR during World War II—we were drawn together by a common enemy,

Nazi Germany/Austria. Such alliances are ephemeral.
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C. Radical Islam Review

D. The challenge of Western Civilization. Since the age of Imperialism, the incredible growth ofpower and wealth of countries of Western Civilization has challenged Islamic cultural independence.

Additionally, the lure of Western technology, wealth, and values have weakened traditional Islamic values. 

Most Muslims have welcomed many of these changes. The minority who reject it have called for actions
to rid Islamic lands of these influences (not the technology and wealth, but the values). These include

some Shiite leaders, most of the Wahhabi movement, and of course, Al-Qaeda.

It is Wahabbi influence that fires terrorist acts against the United States and Europe. It is Shiite-controlled
Iran that finances and enervates many actions against Israel, including Hezbollah.

Please note: the enemy to a conservative Muslim is any change to traditional Islam. Western Civilization isa target of the extreme activists because it has had so much influence on Islamic culture.16

E. demographics
1. Six of the top ten countries with high birth rates are majority Muslim countries.

2. Islam is the second largest religion in the world.

3. 18% of Muslims are Arabs.

4. The Muslim country with the largest Muslim population is Indonesia.

5. France has the largest Muslim population in Western Europe (10%, 6 million).
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IX. How do Islam and Christianity compare?

Islam Christianity

God There is one God. There is one God, and he

manifests himself in three

persons: Father, Son, and

Holy Spirit.

Holy scripture The Qu’ran is the definitive and

authoritative source. It was dictated and is

completely accurate only in its original

language.

The Hadith, records of the Prophet’s life,

are invaluable in understanding how to

live.

The Bible is filled with errors.

The Bible is the definitive and

authoritative source. Some

Christians believe it was

dictated word for word.

Prophets Muhammad, the “Seal of the Prophets”, is

the last of over 100k prophets, which

include Abraham and Jesus. Every detail of

Muhammad’s life is an example of how

Muslims should live.

The prophets appeared after

Abraham, and predicted the

coming of Jesus.

Some beliefs Holy War (jihad) is an important activity.

People should be forced to convert to

Islam.

 Christians should not resist

 authority, even if the

 authority is unjust.

 No one should be coerced

 into converting.

Salvation Salvation is earned by careful adherence

to the five Pillars (Surah 35.7).

 Salvation is a gift of God 

 through Jesus’ sacrifice on

 the cross.

 (Later, many Christians

 added salvation by good 

 behavior.)

Some common

beliefs

There is one god.

Love your neighbor.

Care for the poor.

Act justly.

Pray to God frequently.


