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Summary outline:

0. Introduction

PART 1: The background
I. England slowly developed political freedom.
II. The Mayflower Compact (1620) marked the beginning of the English political heritage in the New World.
III. The Enlightenment influenced American political thinking.

PART 2: Revolution: two eventful decades (1763-1783)
I. The colonies were diverse.
II. England alienated the colonials.
III. The Spirit of ‘76: state independence without national control
IV. The patriots triumphed over England in 7½ years.

PART 3: Union: The Spirit of ‘76 becomes the Spirit of ‘87.
I. Beyond Enlightenment theory: New state governments provided valuable practical experience in republican
government.
II. The Spirit of ‘87: a closer–and more perfect–union
III. The 1790s: Just what does the constitution mean?–debates over the relationship of state and national
power

Epilogue: The achievements of the American Revolution and Constitution
I. A revolution of sober expectations. Every step was carefully thought out.
II. A revolution of subtlety, rejected by more radical revolutionaries of the next two centuries.
III. Four accomplishments of the Founders
IV. Could the Revolution have been avoided?

Outline (The slide presentation contains a somewhat abbreviated version of this outline–omitted
words are shown here in italics):

0. Introduction
 A. Why did the 13 colonies object to British rule, when Britain had advanced freedoms? 2.II.ABC

B. How did the 13 colonies develop a desire for independence? 2.II.D, III.DE
C. How did the 13 colonies achieve a sufficient degree of union to fight Britain? 2.II.E, III.DE
D. What did the Articles of Confederation achieve and how was it inadequate? 3.II.A
E. How did the colonies/states go from the Spirit of ‘76 to the Spirit of ‘87? 3.II.ABCDF
F. Where is the boundary between federal and state powers? 3.II.F.3. III
G. Summary statement: Inept British leadership alienated many in the North American colonies after
1760, leading to fighting and, 15 months later, a declaration of independence. The 13 colonies formed
a weak common government to aid in pursuing independence. Initial British superiority gave way to
American advantages of fighting on their home ground, advantages of a more democratic army against a
better disciplined yet inflexible British army. Washington developed into a reasonably good general. After
mixed victory in battle (helped by French aid) the British reached the end of their willingness to
continue and the revolution was won. Inadequacies in the Articles of Confederation led to a new
constitution and its adoption, despite doubts and opposition.

PART 1: The background
I. England slowly developed political freedom.

A. Although it achieved few new freedoms, the Magna Carta provided a written guarantee of old
freedoms.
B. The English Parliament began as an advisory body to the king and developed into a source of
financing to meet his needs.

1. Every time an English king asked Parliament for money, Parliament gained some small power
in return, which added up over the centuries to a gradual transfer of power from king to
Parliament.
2. The English Civil War (1640s) and the Glorious Revolution (1688) marked the passage of
dominant power to parliament.

C. The English Bill of Rights
1. When Parliament fired James II (1688), his successors (William and 



 Catton, Bruce and William, The Bold and Magnificent Dream, page 229. Another effect was to join the1

British executive power to the legislative power.

 But historians continue to debate how much influence Locke had on the American Revolution in2

general and the Declaration of Independence in particular.

 Catton, Bruce and William, The Bold and Magnificent Dream, page 261.3

 That is, between the two Treaties of Paris. English actions after 1663 (but partly dating from George4

III’s assumption of power in 1660), led to beginning of talk about the previously unpopular ideas of
independence and union (a light union–that is, an intercolonial governor– was first suggested by Benjamin
Franklin), although a consideration of a serious union did not occur until after the failures of the weak union
under the Articles of Confederation became apparent.

 Maldyn, The Limits of Liberty, page 37.5
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Mary) were forced to sign a bill of rights (1689) as a condition of their assuming the throne.
D. The Glorious Revolution (1688) not only produced the English Bill of Rights, but changed the
relationship of king and Parliament.

1. It took decades to work out the new relationships in which Parliament was master and the
Prime Minister was Parliament’s leader, not the king’s.
2. Americans never quite understood the new subservient role of the king.1

II. The Mayflower Compact (1620) marked the beginning of the English political heritage in the New World. It
constituted a social contract among members of the Mayflower even though a majority did not sign it.
III. The Enlightenment influenced American political thinking.

A. John Locke popularized such concepts as
1. government should derive from a contract among the people as to what government
they want;
2. toleration is a desirable quality for society;2

3. no taxation without representation. By representation Locke referred to Parliament. “The
colonists took this to mean that the people–themselves, in short–had certain natural rights
which even Parliament, in which no colonist was represented, could not violate.”3

B. Montesquieu called for governmental powers to be divided among three groups, one passing laws,
one enforcing laws, and one comprising judges.
C. The republican agenda was to protect freedom by 

1. dividing power through plural leadership (key device: 3 branches) and 2. protect individual
liberties (an anti-democratic value).

PART 2: Revolution: two eventful decades (1763-1783)4

I. The colonies were diverse.
A. They shared a common language and heritage.
B. Their differences far exceeded state differences today.
C. Citizens’ loyalties were to their individual colonies, not to the group.

II. England alienated the colonials.
A. English freedoms were carried incompletely to English colonies.

1. Britain saw the colonies as possessions to be exploited, not as an extension of England.
B. After 1763 England began to pursue two new directions, both annoying to the colonists.

1. To raise money to help pay for the French and Indian War (which had benefitted the
colonists), England created new taxes and began to enforce old taxes.

a. The French and Indian wars had financially stressed the English government.
b. By assessing new taxes without the colonists’ permission, the English government
acting unwisely.

2. The new trans-Appalachian lands suddenly turned the British commercial empire into a
territorial empire, which needed closer rule for defense.  5

C. King George III denounced colonial behavior, thereby becoming another focal point of anti-British
sentiment. (By declaring the colonists rebels and therefore beyond his protection [in 1776] George III
strengthened the forces calling for independence.)
D. Specific laws irritated colonists.



 Actually, the Act lowered the tax on the all-important commodity molasses (6% to 3%), but stricter6

enforcement than previously resulted in a net increase in the tax paid

 or not, as the actual breakdown of percentages of loyalists, neutrals, and patriots is disputed today7

(one source: 1/3 patriots, 1/3 neutral, 1/3 loyalists; another source [Jones]: patriots, somewhat over ½,
neutrals, over half of the remainder).

 By the rude bridge that arched the flood,8

  Their flag to April’s breeze unfurled,
  Here once the embattled farmers stood,
  And fired the shot heard round the world.

Ralph Waldo Emerson, on the Battle of Concord, 1836
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1. The Sugar Act (1764) raised taxes on many commodities.6

2. The Quartering Act (1765) required the colonies to house and feed British troops, which
the colonists said shouldn’t be there in peace time.
3. The Stamp Act (1765) required that a revenue stamp be attached to every piece of paper
sold (legal documents, newspapers, playing cards, etc.) as proof that a tax had been paid. This
was especially objectionable as its application was so widespread (including the most influential
citizens–journalists, lawyers, clergymen [each page of each sermon had to have a stamp], and
businessmen).

a. First direct tax on colonials, it taxed just about every piece of paper, alienating
businessmen, clergymen, lawyers, & publishers.
b. Colonists objected that it was an internal tax, arguing that only external taxes were
acceptable.

4. The Townshend Duties (1767) added more taxes and tightened control over colonial
governors and judges. These were designed, as external taxes, to be acceptable, but colonials
now declared external taxes unacceptable.
5. The Tea Act 1773 called forth the Boston Tea Party (December 1773).
This resulted in a stiffening of English resolve to crack down on the colonists.
6. The Intolerable Acts (1774) placed restrictions on Massachusetts to retaliate for the Boston
Tea Party.

E. The colonists slowly accepted the concept of being “American”, while retaining loyalty to their
individual colonies.
F. The First Continental Congress met as an ad hoc response in September-October, 1774.

III. The Spirit of ‘76: the colonies become independent states (without national control)
A. How Americans felt in 1775.

1. Only a minority strongly favored independence. (Even after the majority of the members of
the Continental Congress voted for independence, its supporters among the people remained
a minority. )7

2. Fighting broke out in April 1775.8

3. Americans lose the Battle of Bunker Hill (actually Breeds Hill), June 17, 1775. Patriots
nonetheless encouraged because of losses inflicted on the British.

“Do not fire until you see the whites of their eyes.” 
Attributed to Israel Putnam at “Bunker Hill”

(This greatest of American losses occurred two days after Washington
was appointed Commander in Chief.)

B. The so-called ‘Spirit of ’76’ included two ideas:
1. The colonies should be independent.
2. Sovereignty should rest in each colony, not in a central government.

a. Thus, the ‘central government’ of the colonies’ coalition was a
purposely weak confederation.

C. Thomas Paine’s Common Sense, published in January 1776, converted many to the cause of
independence.
D. The 2  Continental Congress (from May 1775) moved toward supporting independence.nd

1. Two views ran through the membership of the Congress: the radicals favored independence
while those more conservative favored conciliatory actions.

   2. A declaration that passed in July 1775 justifying fighting against English forces also denied
any intent to declare independence.  
2(3). June 15, 1775: appointed Washington as the Commander in Chief of the American Army.
4. May 1776: the feeling for independence was growing



 Actual date(s) of the signing are controversial.9

 Abigail Adams wrote to John in November 1775 (as quoted by Ellis in American Creation, pp. 42f.): If10

we separate from Great Britain, what code of laws will be established? How shall we be governed to retain our
liberties? Can any government be free which is not administered by general stated laws? Who shall frame these
laws? Who will give them force and energy? ‘Tis true your resolutions [in the Continental Congress], as a body,
have hitherto had the force of law; but will they continue to have?”

 Ellis, American Creation, page 48.11
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5. June 1776: colonial governments and other bodies are in the process of authorizing the
Continental Congress to proclaim independence.
6. June 7, 1776: Virginia introduced a resolution calling for a declaration of independence.
3(7). June 11, 1776: a committee was appointed to write a declaration; the committee
appointed Jefferson to supply a draft.
4(8). June 28: the committee presented Jefferson’s draft (with changes) to the Congress.

The document was called A Declaration by the Representatives of the United

States of America, in General Congress assembled.
5(9). July 1776

a. The resolution to declare independence was introduced July 1, passed July 2.
b. The written form of the declaration was modified over the next two days (in all,
about 80% of Jefferson’s words survived revising by the committee and the Congress)
and the Declaration was adopted on July 4, signed by delegates by August 2 .9

c. 27 “injuries and usurpations” contained in the Declaration of Independence (the so-
called grievances), including

1) refusing to encourage emigration to the colonies,
2) keeping standing armies in the colonies in peacetime,
3) keeping the military independent of civilian control,
4) forcing Americans to quarter soldiers,
5) making Americans trade many items with Britain only,
6) taxing Americans without them being represented in Parliament,
7) suspending colonial legislatures,
8) waging war against Americans,
9) ignoring the petitions of Americans, and
10) inciting Indians to fight Americans.

d. Colonists saw the complaints as the important part of the Declaration; we view the
preamble as the important part.

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that

they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that

among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.”
E. E pluribus unum–Congress writes a constitution (The Articles of Confederation)

1. Union to some degree necessary to coordinate the war.
2. To maintain state independence the Articles gave little power to the central
government–not much unum: “The said States hereby severally enter into a firm league of
friendship with each other.”–from Article III

F. The dilemma of the Continental Congress
1. Until the Congress decided for independence, it had to deal with both pro- and anti-
independence factions.
2. The Congress assumed and exercised a provisional authority without an explicit authorization
by “the people” or the colonies.10

3. When the Articles of Confederation finally authorized the Continental Congress, it gave it too
little authority and power to carry out its responsibilities.

F(G). John Adams played an important role in the entire revolutionary movement.
1. Adams believed that change needed to be brought on gradually to give a sense of
continuity. Thus, he was willing to delay part of his agenda.11

IV. The patriots triumphed over England in 7½ years (here, continuing the war from 1776).
A. The colonies’ dilemma: how can a weaker country defeat a powerful country?



 “These are the times that try men’s souls. The summer soldier and sunshine patriot will, in this crisis,12

shrink from the service of his country; but he that stands it now deserves the thanks of man and woman.
Tyranny, like hell, is not easily conquered.” The American Crisis, December 23, 1776.

 Commonly called the Battle of Saratoga, the campaign actually consisted of several battles in 1777.13

 “Saratoga was the turning-point of the struggle. It brought in France and thus transformed a local14

rebellion into a world war. Vergennes, the French Minister of Foreign Affairs, [saw] in the American rebellion an
opportunity to reverse the verdict of the Seven Years’ War. . .” Maldwyn Jones, The Limits of Liberty, page 51.

 Jones, The Limits of Liberty, page 51.15
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1. Examples from history: the Greek poleis (city states) against Persia and North Vietnam
against the USA

B. Washington’s dilemma: a lack of long-term soldiers, as most enlisted for short terms and felt free to
go home whenever they wanted.
C. The American fighting forces consisted of a Continental Army and state militias. The British army was
supplemented with about 30,000 mercenaries (hired soldiers), most of whom were Germans (and some
of whom stayed in America after the war).
D. The war at sea was carried out primarily by America’s allies.

“I have not yet begun to fight. ”
–John Paul Jones, 1779, as the captain of the HMS Serapis called on Jones to
surrender the Bonham Richard (the Americans went on to win.)

E. Louis XVI’s advisors convinced him in 1776 to help the American cause if it began to look like the
Americans had a chance.
F. July 1776: British troops embarked for North America.
G. July 1776: Washington and troops left Boston for New York.
H. August to November 1776: patriot forces driven from New York City.
I. December 1776: Washington retreated across the Delaware River.
F(J). December 1776 : “These are the times that try men’s souls”–Thomas Paine. The Continental12

Army, losing to this point, successfully attacked the British in the winter of ‘76-‘77, contrary to
European tradition.
G(K). September-October 1777: The turning point took place when American general Horatio Gates
defeated British general John Burgoyne in the Saratoga Campaign  resulted in the surrender of an13

entire British army (of 6000 soldiers). Despite continuing American losses elsewhere, the victory in the
Saratoga Campaign impressed the French government.14

H(L). October 1777: The British captured the United Colonies’ capital, Philadelphia. 
I(M). 1777-1778: Washington and his troops survived a bitter winter at Valley Forge, with disease,
malnutrition, starvation, and freezing weather.
J(N). February 1778: France, fearful that American success would drive England to negotiate a
settlement–a fear used by Benjamin Franklin in his negotiations with the French –, publically allied with15

the rebels (that meant war on Britain); French ally Spain joined soon thereafter.
K(O). October 1781: Washington defeated the British at Yorktown (8000 soldiers surrendered).

1. The British still occupied New York City and southern ports, but now 
lost the will to fight.
2. The Treaty of Paris (signed 23 months later) gave the victory to America.

PART 3: Union: The Spirit of ‘76 became the Spirit of ‘87.
(The distinction between the Spirit of ‘76 and the Spirit of ‘87 comes from Joseph Ellis, in his American
Creation)

I. Beyond Enlightenment theory: New state governments provided valuable
practical experience in republican government.
A. All had separation of powers but lacked checks and balances. (Checks and balances maintain
separation of powers.)

II. The Spirit of ‘87: a closer–and more perfect–union
A. The Articles of Confederation was weak because it assigned responsibilities without power.

1. It could tax only if every state agreed. This led to disastrous financial shortages. Post-war
deflation cruelly hurt debtors. Continental currency lost so much value (due to overprinting)



 Jones, The Limits of Liberty, page 67.16

 The enabling legislation, the Northwest Ordinance, was passed in July 1787, as the constitutional17

convention was meeting, both groups meeting in Philadelphia.

Jones, The Limits of Liberty, pages 66f.18

 In Western Massachusetts, Shay’s Rebellion was put down by the Massachusetts militia.19
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that it ceased circulating.  16

2. It could have no foreign policy.
3. It consisted of a legislative body only.
4. But it did successfully fight the American revolution and organize the Northwest Territory
(future Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, and Michigan), with full rights of future statehood.17

5. Because the government under the Articles was impotent at home, it garnered little respect
from other countries.18

B. 1786: (Shay’s) Rebellion frightened many Americans because the confederation could not deal with
it.19

C. 1787: A convention met to correct the defects of the Articles of Confederation.
D. The Convention scrapped the Articles and began from scratch.

1. The new constitution would protect the rights of individuals or minorities of more than one
against majorities.
2. The new constitution would be democratic, to a degree.
3. The new constitution would be federal, that is, power would be shared between the
central government and the states.

a. To correct the lack of power by the central government, power shifted to it.
b. To preserve some state power, a federal system was adopted.

4. The new constitution would be republican.
a. The classical definition of republican was a government without a king.
b. All republican governments had plural leadership, which divided the powers of
government among several leaders (if there were only a few leaders, it was called an
oligarchy).
c. Although republicans emphasized the absence of the king, that was only the
shadow of republican government.
d. The essence of republican government was plural leadership. Thus, a good
definition of republican government is a government that has plural leadership.
b(d). A key device for achieving plural leadership (since the Enlightenment contribution
to republican thought) was separating the leadership according to the three perceived
functions of governing: making laws, carrying out the laws, judging those accused of
breaking laws. Thus, three branches, respectively the legislative, the executive, and
the judicial.
e. The term republican has become sloppily used since the American Civil War to mean
representative government, or democracy, robbing it of its useful former meaning.

1) All current democracies are republican in the sense that they have plural
leadership.
2) But all republics are not necessarily representative, or democratic, making
the current definition pretty much meaningless, not to mention incorrect.

5. Thus, the new government was to be an ant imajorit arian democrat ic federal republic.
Lacking our vocabulary, the Founders did not like the word “democracy” since all democracies
to date had allowed majorities to mistreat minorities, so they introduced the term popular
government to characterize the new government.

E. Arguments against the Constitution
1. The new union–contrary to the Spirit of ‘76–would copy what the revolution fought
against, bringing back a strong central government.

F. Arguments favoring the Constitution
1. The Federalist Papers were a series of 85 essays written by supporters of the constitution,
arguing its merits.
2. The old government will result in dissolution of the confederation.
3. Too many powers reserved to the states prevented effective government.
4. The federal system of power sharing provided a way out of the dilemma of state and
national sovereignty, especially as the power boundaries were left somewhat unclear.



 American Creation, pages 8-9.20
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G. Major developments during the Convention:
1. Madison’s Virginia Plan called for 3 branches, with a bicameral legislature, in which both
houses featured representation proportional to state population.
2. The New Jersey Plan called for equal representation in the legislature.
3. The Connecticut Compromise (Great Compromise) called for a proportional House of
Representatives and a Senate with equal power for all states.

a. To determine state population size for representation, each slave would be counted
as 3/5 of a person.

4. As the slavery issue could not be solved, the solution was put off.
H. 1788: the vote

1. As soon as 9 of the 13 states approved the Constitution, the Constitution took effect (for
them).

I. 1789: the implementation
1. George Washington elected 1  president.s t

“First in war, first in peace, first in the hearts of his countrymen. ”
–Henry Lee, at the death of Washington, 1799

J. Some, like Patrick Henry, failed to make the transition from the Spirit of ‘76 to the Spirit of ‘87 until
later.

III. The 1790s: Just what does the constitution mean?–debates over the relationship of state and national
power

A. The constitution was ambiguous on the state/federal government relationship.
B. Alexander Hamilton began the debate with a call for a national bank.

 1. This shifted more power to the central government.
C. Jefferson and Madison responded by forming the Republican party, dedicated to more power for the
states.

1. The election of 1796 marked the beginning of the two party system in the United States.

“Millions for defence, but not one cent for tribute. ”
–Charles Coatsworth Pinckney, 1797, when told by the
French Directory that the price of friendship with the   United States would
be a large loan.

Epilogue: The achievements of the American Revolution and Constitution
I. A revolution of sober expectations, every step was carefully thought out.
II. A revolution of subtlety, rejected by more radical revolutionaries of the next two centuries. The utopian
French Revolution, despite its failures, has been the model for most subsequent revolution, with the inevitable
violent consequences.
III. Four accomplishments of the Founders (from Joseph Ellis )20

A. They carried out the first successful war for colonial independence.
B. They created the first nation-size republic of the modern era. Furthermore, it was so republican that
it created the federal approach of further dividing power.

1. Until this time, it was believed that a republic that was accountable to the citizenry had to
be small, as were the Italian Renaissance republics and the Swiss republic(s).

C. They invented the secular state.
D. They inadvertently created the two-party system for handling political disagreements.

The following two sections are primarily for teachers.

Important terms:

American The term was not yet used by all colonists in 1776. Its first official usage was
in the Declaration of Independence, followed by the Articles of
Confederation. Such terms are concepts which have no objective reality but
are useful in creating a category. Palestinian is a recent example of such a
construct.

Anti-federalist The name applied by the Federalists to their opponents. Such a name gave
the Federalists a rhetorical advantage because of the negative connotations
of the “anti” prefix. When they later adopted the name Republican, they
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tried to duplicate this advantage by calling the Federalists Anti-republicans.

Articles of Confederation Supplying the 2  Continental Congress with a legal basis, it was ratified by thend

Congress in 1777, but not by the last state (Maryland) until 1781. It
purposely made the central government weak, because the states were
fighting for independence (Spirit of ‘76), not a replacement government
(Spirit of ‘87).

(American) Bill of Rights Guarantees of freedom added to the US Constitution at the insistence of
those who feared these freedoms might some day be ignored if not explicitly
included. Framers did not originally include them because they believed the
central government lacked the power to deny them.

checks and balances These, designed to preserve separation of powers, were the result of
experiences with the state constitutions of the preceding decade or so
where mere separation of powers (without checks and balances) had resulted
in the legislative branch eating away the powers of the other two branches
(Federalist Paper no. 49).

confederation, federation, 
unified government A confederation is more a league of friendship, with a weak central

government, like Switzerland and the “government under the Articles of
Confederation” (an awkward euphonium because no commonly used
alternative like “the Confederation” exists). A federation (our current
government) shifts the balance of power to the central government while
maintaining significant powers for the regional governments. Germany is an
example of a federal government. A unified government gives all power to
the central government, which may grant powers to the regions at will (such
as France and England).

constitution the basic law of a country. In Germany, the constitution is even called The
Basic Law (Grundgesetz).

US Constitution Regulates the second government of the Americans.

democracy not a type of government (which are either single leaders [monarchy] or
plural leaders [republican]) but rather a way of choosing the leadership,
according to Karl Popper’s analysis. The error of seeing democracy as a type
of government, according to Popper, goes back to Plato’s error in thinking
that the fundamental question about government is “Who rules, the leader or
the people?” According to Popper, the leadership always rules–whether in a
monarchy or a republic–and the correct question is “How is that leadership
chosen, by itself or by the voters?” Rejected by the Founders because
previous democracies allowed the mistreatment of minorities, whose rights
the Founders supported. A modern term to describe this position is
antimajoritarian. Even Thomas Paine avoided the term, as it was commonly
equated with mob rule.

English Bill of Rights The document signed by co-rulers William and Mary as a precondition for
assuming the English monarchy in 1689.

executive branch the part of the leadership charged with executing the laws established by the
constitution, the legislatures, as interpreted by the judicial system

federalism the principle by which power is shared between a central government and a
regional government and also a solution to the reluctance of the 13 states to
surrender sovereignty to the government of the United States. See states
rights

Federalist a supporter of a strong central government (but not to the exclusion of
powers reserved to the states)

Great Britain, Britain, 
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England, United Kingdom used interchangeably colloquially, all referring to the country (as in this slide
presentation), but technically not interchangeable. Great Britain is the island.
The island is also referred to as Britain. England is the major historic kingdom
occupying the southern 2/3 of that island. The United Kingdom is England
enlarged to include Scotland and Ireland (and Wales) in the Act of Union of
1707, after a century of the Stuarts being the monarchs of England and
Scotland.

judicial branch the part of the leadership that judges cases of possible violation of laws. As
developed in the US (but not clearly authorized in the Constitution), it also
judges whether laws passed by the legislature acceptably agree with the
basic law.

legislative branch the part of the leadership that passes laws

loyalist During the revolutionary period someone who supported the status quo vis a
vis England.

Magna Carta The first document that guaranteed rights to a king’s subjects, its significance
was not recognized in England until the 1500s. It established few new rights,
but rather mostly guaranteed that King John would no longer trample on
nobles’ traditional rights.

mercenaries Hired soldiers were often the only way to create an army of a desired size.
Such soldiers from the German area of Hesse formed a large part of the British
mercenary forces.

oligarchy government with a few leaders. As such, it is republican, but minimally so.

(English) Parliament the advisory body called by King Henry III (but previously called councils, called
Great Councils, existed) which rose to power in the 1200s as kings periodically
gave it rights in return for money. By the early 1300s lords were beginning to
meet separately from the burgesses. In 1430 an electorate of property
owners was fixed for the House of Commons. Gradually, Parliament gained the
power to pass laws (and lost some judicial powers) as long as the monarch
approved of them. Monarchs gradually lost the power to determine when and
if Parliament met. The Glorious Revolution (1688) marked the beginning of
the development of the modern Parliament, and the Reform Bill of 1832
extended the vote radically. After 1712 the House of Commons exercised
more power than the House of Lords. Today Parliament exercises all the
political power in the United Kingdom, especially the House of Commons.

patriot during the revolutionary period someone who came to advocate
independence from England

republican in essence, plural leadership; in shadow, a government without a king. The
current usage borders on gobbledygookery. Republican government was
invented by the polis Greeks and named by the Romans (res publica, the
public thing). Early republics were neither democratic nor representative.

Republican name taken in the 1790s by those who favored state power over central
power. Ironically, James Madison, the great advocate of central power at the
constitutional convention, “switched” sides, becoming, with his mentor
Thomas Jefferson, more-or-less the founders of this point of view, which, by
the third presidential election of 1796, marked the beginning of the American
two-party system. In that election, Federalist John Adams defeated
Republican Thomas Jefferson. After 1802 some began to refer to the party as
Democratic-Republican, as the term democratic ceased to have such negative
connotations. The party split in two in 1824 (supporters of Jackson vs.
supporters of JQ Adams), with one branch calling itself the Democratic Party,
a group which continues today. The name Democratic became official in
1844. After the election of 1832, the Adams supporters became integrated
into the Whig party, which was destroyed by the rise of the modern



The contrast between the Spirit of ‘76 and the Spirit of ‘87 comes from Joseph Ellis,  American21

Creation, 2007.
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Republican party after 1854. To summarize, the modern Democratic Party
started out as the Republican Party, became the Democratic-Republican
Party, and then the Democratic Party. The modern Republican Party has
nothing to do with this historic party, having been formed in the 1850s.

separation of powers the primary device of republicans for dividing power among several leaders21

social contract The idea advocated by Thomas Hobbes, John Locke, and Jean-Jacques
Rousseau that governments derive their authority from an agreement with
the people (for Locke the agreement was between the people)

Spirit of ‘76 state independence without a central government of any considerable power

Spirit of ‘87  a closer, more perfect, union, with less power to the states

states rights relates to the issue, ambiguous in the US Constitution, as to where the
boundary exists between the power of the states and the central
government. Those favoring stronger states’ rights became Anti-federalists
(later the Republican/Democratic-Republican/Democratic Party. Naturally, the
southern states that opposed national interference to slavery formed a
government with (generally) a generally weaker central component, and
properly called it the Confederacy, although its central government was
stronger than the earlier confederation run under the Articles of
Confederation.

Treaty of Paris Signed in 1783, the Treaty of Paris officially ended the war that had practically
ended in 1781 with the defeat of the British at Yorktown. The 1763 Treaty
of Paris ended the French and Indian War.

union the subjugation of state power–to some degree–to a central government

Important persons

John Adams (1735-July 4, 1826 [Stephen Foster was also born on this day]) key promoter
of American independence, representative in France 4/1778-6/1779 and also
later in 1779. Adams was ambassador to the Netherlands in the early 1780s,
ambassador to England 1785-1788, 1  vice-president, and 2  president.st nd

Samuel Adams (1722-1803) Firebrand Bostonian patriot. 4  governor of Massachusetts 1793-th

1797. It took Samuel Adams some time to come to support the US
Constitution, and he became an Anti-Federalist as that option developed.
During his life and down to the present his career has been controversial, with
his detractors calling him devious.

Ethan Allan (1738-1739) Formed Green Mountain Boys, who beat the British at Fort
Ticonderoga.

Benedict Arnold (1740-1801) Patriot who turned loyalist. He was heroic in the Saratoga
Campaign. At the end of his life he regretted his change of loyalties. His most
famous conversation involved the question, “How do you want your eggs,
Benedict?”

Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790) “the youngest Son of the youngest Son for five Generations
back.” (Autobiography) Franklin early came to believe that writing
competently would be an important skill, and so he learned to do so. Franklin
was born and raised in Boston, moved at 17 to New York City, spent his years
between 18 and 20 in London, and ended in Philadelphia. Hard work made
Franklin wealthy. As a printer Franklin was well-placed to publicize his ideas,
political and otherwise. Franklin retired (from printing) at age 42 to pursue
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other interests. In studying electricity, Franklin coined the words conductor,
charge, discharge, condense, armature, electrify, among others. In 1754
Franklin called for a colonial union (but not independence). Lived in London
1757-1762 and 1764-March 1775.
As the oldest of the major revolutionaries, it was convenient that the
Continental Congress and Constitutional Convention were in his home town.
Postmaster General 1775-1776, Minister to France 1776-1784, member of the
Constitutional Convention, 1787. Lived to be 84.

Horatio Gates (ca. 1727-1806) British general, turned American plantation owner, who
became a general in the Continental Army and won the Battles of Saratoga.
Freed his slaves. (Do not confuse him with British General Thomas Gage.)

Nathan Hale (1755-September 22, 1776) Regretfully had only one life to give for his
country. At age 21 hanged as a spy on Long Island (if only he had been hung
instead, he probably would still be alive today).

George III Hanover King of Great Britain from 1760-1820 (born in 1738) [actually, King of the
United Kingdom from 1801]; also, King of Hanover from 1814, plus other titles

 Alexander Hamilton (1755 or 1757-1804) Of Scottish and French
extraction, Hamilton arrived in the colonies from the West Indies in 1772.
American patriot and key
Federalist, he was the primary author of the Federalist Papers. As the first
Secretary of the Treasury, Hamilton established the US’s financial credibility by
insisting that all revolutionary debts be paid. By supporting the creation of the
first National Bank, Hamilton precipitated a controversy over the relative
power of the national and state governments in 1790. Killed by Aaron Burr in
1804 in New Jersey on a ledge above the Hudson River facing New York City,
from which both men had rowed for the purpose of the duel.

Patrick Henry (1736-1799[!]) Of “Give me liberty or give me death!” fame, Henry didn’t
move from the Spirit of ‘76 to the Spirit of ‘87, opposing the US Constitution
as a betrayal of the earlier ideal. However, in the later 1790s he finally
supported it, becoming a Federalist.

John Jay (1745-1829) of French extraction. The third author of the Federalist Papers,
Jay was also the first Chief United States Justice (we would now say first
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court) 1789-1795, 2  governor of New Yorknd

1795-1801. Jay also negotiated the Louisiana Purchase for $15 million (he was
authorized to buy only New Orleans and western Florida). Look up his strange
experiences in Spain during the American Revolution.

Thomas Jefferson (1743-July 4, 1826) 2  governor of the state of Virginia (1779-1781),nd

Ambassador to France (1785-1789), Secretary of State (1789-1793), vice-
president (1797-1801), president (1801-1809). As a traitor to his own ideas,
Jefferson purchased Louisiana (eastern boundaries ambiguous), doubling the
size of the US. He planned the Lewis and Clark expedition before the
purchase. His Monticello, as well as the library of the University of Virginia, was
modeled after Palladio’s Villa Rotunda, itself modeled on the Pantheon.

John Locke (1632[exactly one hundred years before Washington]-1704) ideas on liberty
and social contract influenced American revolutionaries, with Locke’s phrases
lifted by Jefferson and inserted into the Declaration of Independence

James Madison (1751-1836) congressman 1789-1797, Jefferson’s Secretary of State 1801-
1809, 4  president 1809-1817. Madison was the most influential delegate toth

the Constitutional Convention because, among others, he was the best
prepared delegate, bringing a sample constitution to the meeting. He was
deeply disappointed when the Connecticut Compromise made his senate to
represent states, rather than being represented proportionately as was his
house of representatives. His study of the state constitutions convinced him
of the need for checks and balances. Second author of the Federalist Papers,



 American Creation, page 22.22

Revolution and Union (The American Revolution) 21b.12

he was in charge of the theoretical essays.

Montesquieu (1689-1755) most influential in the colonies for advocating the division of
government into an executive, a legislative, and a judicial part. This was
contrary to the existing French system of three categories of citizens.

Thomas Paine (1737-1809) supporter of American independence and rabble rouser (more
revolutionary than the others, Ellis calls him “temporarily indispensable but
ultimately disposable” ). John Adams said that he had a “better hand in22

pulling down than in building.” Moved to America from England in 1774, back
to England in 1787, and to France in 1791. Saved from execution in France
probably by the actions of Ambassador James Monroe. Author of Common
Sense (January 1776) and The Rights of Man (1791).

Paul Revere (1735-1818) French extraction. Boston silversmith whose “midnight ride” on
the night of April 18, 1775 was made famous after William Wadsworth
Longfellow’s poem was published in 1863. See also footnote 8.

George Washington (February 22, 1732 [New Style, measured from 1752 in Britain and America;
Feb. 11 OS]-1799) farmer, soldier, statesman who to a great extent defined
what the office of president would mean and what powers it would have (in
office from April 30, 1789). His Farewell Address (1796, not 1797) established
the tradition of a two-term limit for presidents and advocated that the US
avoid entangling alliances with European countries, advice which the US
followed until World War I (and even then pretended to have no alliances).
Shortly before his death his physician relieved him of five pints of blood.
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Relative ages of selected revolutionary era leaders:
Age in 1776:

Montesquieu (1689-1755)

Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790) 70

2 were born in the 1720s:

Samuel Adams (1722-1803) 54

Horatio Gates (ca. 1727-1806) 49

7 were born in the 1730s:

George Washington (1732-1799) 44

Paul Revere (1735-1818) 41

John Adams (1735-July 4, 1826) 41

Patrick Henry (1736-1799[!]) 40

Thomas Paine (1737-1809) 39

George III Hanover (1738-1820) 38

Ethan Allan (1738-1839) 38

3 were born in the 1740s:

Benedict Arnold (1740-1801) 36

Thomas Jefferson (1743-July 4, 1826) 33

John Jay (1745-1829) 31

3 were born in the 1750s:

James Madison (1751-1836) 25

Nathan Hale (1755-September 22, 1776) 21

Alexander Hamilton (1755 or 1757-1804) 21

Deaths of Revolutionary leaders in the order in which they occurred:

Nathan Hale (1755-September 22, 1776)

Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790)

George Washington (1732-1799)

Patrick Henry (1736-1799[!])

Benedict Arnold (1740-1801)

Samuel Adams (1722-1803)

Alexander Hamilton (1755 or 1757-1804)

Horatio Gates (ca. 1727-1806) 

Thomas Paine (1737-1809)

Paul Revere (1735-1818)

George III Hanover (1738-1820)

Thomas Jefferson (1743-July 4, 1826)

John Adams (1735-July 4, 1826)

John Jay (1745-1829)

James Madison (1751-1836)

Ethan Allan (1738-1839)

Revolutionary era paintings by American Painters
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Benjamin West (1738-1820)
Moved to England in 1763, but taught a generation of American painters, including the four below.

John Trumbull (1756-1843)
The Declaration of Independence
Surrender of General Burgoyne [after the Saratoga Campaign]
Surrender of Lord Cornwallis [at Yorktown]
Washington Resigning His Commission
Portraits of George Washington, John Adams, and Alexander Hamilton

Gilbert Stuart (1755–1828), 
George Washington (completed by Peale)
Landsdowne portrait of Washington (in the White House)
John Adams
Thomas Jefferson
James Madison

Charles Wilson Peale (1741-1827)
Thomas Jefferson

Rembrandt Peale (1778–1860), son of Charles Wilson Peale
Washington before Yorktown
George Washington
Thomas Jefferson
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Name:

Period:

Revolution and Union Viewing Guide

0. Introduction
 A. Why did the 13 colonies object to British rule, when Britain had advanced freedoms? 2.II.ABC

B. How did the 13 colonies develop a desire for independence? 2.II.D, III.DE
C. How did the 13 colonies achieve a sufficient degree of union to fight Britain? 

2.II.E, III.DE
D. What did the Articles of Confederation achieve and how was it inadequate? 3.II.A
E. How did the colonies/states go from the Spirit of ‘76 to the Spirit of ‘87? 3.II.ABCDF
F. Where is the boundary between federal and state powers? 3.II.F.3. III.

PART 1: The background
I. England slowly developed political freedom.

A. Although it achieved few new freedoms, the ___________ provided a written guarantee of old
freedoms.
B. The English Parliament began as an advisory body to the king and developed into a source of
financing to meet his needs.

1. Every time an English king asked Parliament for money, Parliament gained some small
_________ in return, which added up over the centuries to a gradual transfer of power from
king to Parliament.
2. The English Civil War (1640s) and the Glorious Revolution (1688) marked the passage of
dominant ________________________.

C. The English Bill of Rights
1. When Parliament fired James II (1688), his successors (William and 
Mary) were forced to sign a bill of rights (1689) as a condition of their assuming the throne.

D. The Glorious Revolution (1688) not only produced the English Bill of Rights, but changed the
relationship of king and Parliament.

1. It took decades to work out the new relationships in which Parliament was master and the
Prime Minister was Parliament’s leader, not the king’s.
2. Americans never quite understood the new ________________________ of the king.

II. The _____________________ (____) marked the beginning of the English political heritage in the New
World. It constituted a ____________________ among members of the Mayflower even though a majority did
not sign it.
III. The Enlightenment influenced ____________________________.

A. John Locke popularized such concepts as
1. government should derive from a contract among the people as to what government
they want;
2. toleration is a desirable quality for society;
3. no taxation without representation.

B. Montesquieu called for governmental _____________________________ among three groups, one
passing laws, one enforcing laws, and one comprising judges.
C. The republican agenda was to protect freedom by 

1. dividing power through plural leadership (key device: 3 branches) and 
2. protect individual liberties (an anti-democratic value).

PART 2: Revolution: two eventful decades (1763-1783)
I. The colonies were diverse.

A. They shared a common language and heritage.
B. Their differences far exceeded state differences today.
C. Citizens’ loyalties were to their individual colonies, not to the group.

II. England alienated the colonials.
A. English freedoms were carried incompletely to English colonies.

1. Britain saw the colonies as possessions to be _____________, not as an extension of
England.

B. After 1763 England began to pursue two new directions, both annoying to the colonists.
1. To _______________________ to help pay for the French and Indian War (which had
benefitted the colonists), England created new taxes and began to enforce old taxes.

a. The French and Indian wars had financially stressed the English government.
b. By assessing new taxes without the colonists’ permission, the English government
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acting unwisely.
2. The new trans-Appalachian lands suddenly turned the British commercial empire into a
territorial empire, which needed ______________ for defense.

C. King George III denounced colonial behavior, thereby becoming another focal point of anti-British
sentiment. (By declaring the colonists rebels and therefore beyond his protection [in 1776] George III
strengthened the forces calling for independence.)
D. Specific laws irritated colonists.

1. The Sugar Act (1764) raised taxes on many commodities.
2. The Quartering Act (1765) required the colonies to house and feed British troops, which
the colonists said shouldn’t be there in peace time.
3. The _________________ (1765) required that a revenue stamp be attached to every
piece of paper sold (legal documents, newspapers, playing cards, etc.) as proof that a tax had
been paid. This was especially objectionable as its application was so widespread (including the
most influential citizens–journalists, lawyers, clergymen [each page of each sermon had to have
a stamp], and businessmen).

a. First direct tax on colonials, it taxed just about every piece of paper, alienating
businessmen, clergymen, lawyers, & publishers.
b. Colonists objected that it was an internal tax, arguing that only external taxes were
acceptable.

4. The Townshend Duties (1767) added more taxes and tightened control over colonial
governors and judges. These were designed, as external taxes, to be acceptable, but colonials
now declared external taxes unacceptable.
5. The Tea Act 1773 called forth the Boston Tea Party (December 1773).
This resulted in a stiffening of English resolve to crack down on the colonists.
6. The Intolerable Acts (1774) placed restrictions on Massachusetts to retaliate for the Boston
Tea Party.

E. The colonists slowly accepted the concept of being “American”, while retaining loyalty to their
individual colonies.
F. The First Continental Congress met as an ad hoc response in September-October, 1774.

III. The Spirit of ‘76: the colonies become independent states (without national control)
A. How Americans felt in 1775.

1. Only a ______________ strongly favored independence. (Even after the majority of the
members of the Continental Congress voted for independence, its supporters among the
people remained a minority.)
2. Fighting broke out in April ______.
3. Americans _______ the Battle of Bunker Hill (actually Breeds Hill), June 17, 1775. Patriots
nonetheless encouraged because of losses inflicted on the British.

“Do not fire until you see the whites of their eyes.” 

Attributed to Israel Putnam at “Bunker Hill”
(This greatest of American losses occurred two days after Washington
was appointed Commander in Chief.)

B. The so-called ‘Spirit of ’76’ included two ideas:
1. The colonies should be _________________.
2. Sovereignty should rest in each colony, not in a ______________________.

a. Thus, the ‘central government’ of the colonies’ coalition was a
purposely _______ confederation.

C. Thomas Paine’s Common Sense, published in January 1776, converted many to the cause of
independence.
D. The 2  Continental Congress (from May 1775) moved toward supporting independence.nd

1. Two views ran through the membership of the Congress: the radicals favored independence
while those more conservative favored conciliatory actions.
2. June 15, 1775: appointed Washington as the Commander in Chief of the American Army.
3. June 11, 1776: a committee was appointed to write a declaration; the committee appointed
Jefferson to supply a draft.
4. June 28: the committee presented Jefferson’s draft (with changes) to the Congress. The
document was called 

A Declaration by the Representatives of the United States of America, 

in General Congress assembled.
5. July 1776

a. The resolution to declare independence was introduced July 1, passed _________.
b. The Declaration was adopted on _________, signed by delegates by August 2.



 “These are the times that try men’s souls. The summer soldier and sunshine patriot will, in this crisis,23

shrink from the service of his country; but he that stands it now deserves the thanks of man and woman.
Tyranny, like hell, is not easily conquered.” The American Crisis, December 23, 1776.
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c. 27 “injuries and usurpations” contained in the Declaration of Independence (the so-
called grievances), including

1) refusing to encourage emigration to the colonies,
2) keeping standing armies in the colonies in peacetime,
3) keeping the military independent of civilian control,
4) forcing Americans to quarter soldiers,
5) making Americans trade many items with Britain only,
6) taxing Americans without them being represented in Parliament,
7) suspending colonial legislatures,
8) waging war against Americans,
9) ignoring the petitions of Americans, and
10) inciting Indians to fight Americans.

d. Colonists saw the complaints as the important part of the Declaration; we view the
preamble as the important part.

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that

they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that

among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.”
E. E pluribus unum–Congress writes a constitution (The Articles of Confederation)

1. Union to some degree necessary to coordinate the war.
2. To maintain state independence the Articles gave little power to the central
government–not much unum: “The said States hereby severally enter into a firm league of
friendship with each other.”–from Article III

F. John Adams played an important role in the entire revolutionary movement.
1. Adams believed that change needed to be brought on gradually to give a sense of
continuity. Thus, he was willing to delay part of his agenda.

IV. The patriots triumphed over England in 7½ years (here, continuing the war from 1776).
A. The colonies’ dilemma: how can a weaker country defeat a powerful country?

1. Examples from history: the Greek poleis (city states) against Persia and North Vietnam
against the USA

B. Washington’s dilemma: a lack of ______________ soldiers, as most enlisted for short terms and felt
free to go home whenever they wanted.
C. The American fighting forces consisted of a Continental Army and _______ militias. The British army
was supplemented with about 30,000 mercenaries (hired soldiers), most of whom were Germans (and
some of whom stayed in America after the war).
D. The war at sea was carried out primarily by America’s allies.

“I have not yet begun to fight. ”
–John Paul Jones, 1779, as the captain of the HMS Serapis called on Jones to
surrender the Bonham Richard (the Americans went on to win.)

E. Louis XVI’s advisors convinced him in 1776 to help the American cause if it began to look like the
Americans had a chance.
F. December 1776 : “These are the times that try men’s souls”–Thomas ________. The Continental23

Army, losing to this point, successfully attacked the British in the winter of ‘76-‘77, contrary to
European tradition.
G. September-October 1777: The _________________ took place when American general Horatio
Gates defeated British general John Burgoyne in the Saratoga Campaign. Despite continuing American
losses elsewhere, the victory in the Saratoga Campaign ______________ the French government.
H. October 1777: The British captured the United Colonies’ capital, Philadelphia. 
I. 1777-1778: Washington and his troops survived a bitter winter at Valley Forge, with disease,
malnutrition, starvation, and freezing weather.
J. February 1778: France, publically allied with the rebels (that meant war on Britain); French ally Spain
joined soon thereafter.
K. October 1781: Washington defeated the British at Yorktown (8000 soldiers surrendered).

1. The British still occupied New York City and southern ports, but now 
__________________________________________(5 words).
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2. The Treaty of Paris (signed 23 months later) gave the victory to America.

PART 3: Union: The Spirit of ‘76 became the Spirit of ‘87.
I. Beyond Enlightenment theory: New state governments provided valuable

practical experience in republican government.
A. All had separation of powers but lacked ________________________________. (Checks and
balances maintain separation of powers.)

II. The Spirit of ‘87: a closer–and more perfect–union
A. The Articles of Confederation was weak because it assigned responsibilities without power.

1. It could tax only if every state agreed.
2. It could have no foreign policy.
3. It consisted of a legislative body only.
4. But it did successfully fight the American revolution and organize the Northwest Territory
(future Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, and Michigan), with full rights of future statehood.

B. 1786: (Shay’s) Rebellion frightened many Americans because the confederation could not deal with
it.
C. 1787: A convention met to correct the defects of the Articles of Confederation.
D. The Convention scrapped the Articles and began from scratch.

1. The new constitution would protect the ___________________________ or minorities of
more than one against majorities.
2. The new constitution would be _________________, to a degree.
3. The new constitution would be _______________, that is, power would be shared
between the central government and the states.

a. To correct the lack of power by the central government, power shifted to it.
b. To preserve some state power, a federal system was adopted.

4. The new constitution would be _________________.
a. The classical definition of republican was a government without a king.
b. A key device for achieving plural leadership was separating the leadership according
to the three perceived functions of governing: making laws, carrying out the laws,
judging those accused of breaking laws. Thus, three branches, respectively the
legislative, the executive, and the judicial.

5. The Founders did not like the word “democracy” since all democracies to date had allowed
majorities to mistreat minorities, so they introduced the term popular government to
characterize the new government.

E. Arguments against the Constitution
1. The new union–contrary to the Spirit of ‘76–would copy what the revolution fought
against, bringing back a strong central government.

F. Arguments favoring the Constitution
1. The Federalist Papers were a series of 85 essays written by supporters of the constitution,
arguing its merits.
2. The old government will result in dissolution of the confederation.
3. Too many powers reserved to the states prevented effective government.
4. The federal system of power sharing provided a way out of the dilemma of state and
national sovereignty, especially as the power boundaries were left somewhat unclear.

G. Major developments during the Convention:
1. Madison’s ______________________ called for 3 branches, with a bicameral legislature, in
which both houses featured representation proportional to state population.
2. The ___________________________ called for equal representation in the legislature.
3. The __________________________ (Great Compromise) called for a proportional House of
Representatives and a Senate with equal power for all states.

a. To determine state population size for representation, each slave would be counted
as 3/5 of a person.

4. As the slavery issue could not be solved, the solution was put off.
H. 1788: the vote

1. As soon as 9 of the 13 states approved the Constitution, the Constitution took effect (for
them).

I. 1789: the implementation
1. George Washington elected 1  president.s t

“First in war, first in peace, first in the hearts of his countrymen. ”
–Henry Lee, at the death of Washington, 1799

J. Some, like Patrick Henry, failed to make the transition from the Spirit of ‘76 to the Spirit of ‘87 until
later.
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III. The 1790s: Just what does the constitution mean?–debates over the relationship of state and national
power

A. The constitution was ____________________ on the state/federal government relationship.
B. Alexander Hamilton began the debate with a call for a national bank.

 1. This shifted more power to the central government.
C. Jefferson and Madison responded by forming the Republican party (today’s Democratic Party),
dedicated to more power for the states.

1. The election of 1796 marked the beginning of the two party system in the United States.

“Millions for defence, but not one cent for tribute. ”
–Charles Coatsworth Pinckney, 1797, when told by the
French Directory that the price of friendship with the   United States would
be a large loan.

Epilogue: The achievements of the American Revolution and Constitution
I. A revolution of _______________________, every step was carefully thought out.
II. A revolution of subtlety, rejected by more radical revolutionaries of the next two centuries. The utopian
French Revolution, despite its failures, has been the model for most subsequent revolution, with the inevitable
violent consequences.
III. Four accomplishments of the Founders

A. They carried out the first successful ___________ for colonial independence.
B. They created the first _______________________ republic of the modern era. Furthermore, it was
so republican that it created the federal approach of further dividing power.

1. Until this time, it was believed that a republic that was accountable to the citizenry had to
be small, as were the Italian Renaissance republics and the Swiss republic(s).

C. They invented the __________________.
D. They inadvertently created the ______________________ system for handling political
disagreements.


