
The road to academic achievement
Good student, mediocre student

What kind of student are you? What kind of student do you want to be?

If you already see yourself as a good student, is that in the context of the

students around you, or in the larger world of students in many high

schools? That is, are you headed for success when you meet them in the

larger world of college?

If you have been a mediocre student up to now, but want to move up to

excellence, the question becomes, “How can I achieve this?”

To set off on a new path:

1. Think about the future you want, if you haven’t already.

2. List your priorities. If learning is not near the top, then think about

your priorities. Are they guiding you toward the future you want?

3. After you have reordered your priorities (if you need to), list how you

actually spend your time, starting with where you spend the most time

and continuing down the list in order of decreasing time spent. Now

compare the priorities you listed with how you actually spend your time. If

they don’t match, you need to change how you actually spend your

valuable, available time.

(Do you spend lots of valuable time on inconsequential activities such

as on the computer, hanging out, or watching TV?)



My priorities: How I actually spend my time:

1. 1. 

2. 2.

3. 3.

4. 4.

5. 5.

6. 6.

If you decide to change the way you spend your time, how can youactually accomplish this?

Difficulties you must overcome include:

habits,

neighborhood traditions, and

lack of awareness that you are not achieving what you could.

Ask yourself this question: why do students in some schools do better than

students in other schools? It is not due to greater intelligence in some

neighborhoods. It is rather due to habits, neighborhood traditions, and

consciousness of achievement.

You have to face, and then overcome, whatever stands in your way. If your

habits are in your way, don’t expect to change ingrained habits just by

deciding to–you may have to gradually slide toward new habits that serve

your goals. Suffering now to change bad habits will eventually result in new

good habits that will serve you well.

If you want to become a better student, the beginning of your  sophomore

year is a good time to make a decision to do so, as there is adequate time

left in high school to change from mediocrity to excellence.

Seize the day . . .
Control your future.

Be willing to go against the flow, if necessary.
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